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The Qing Dynasty was the final dynasty of the Chinese Empire which was made up of ethnic Manchus of the Aisn Gioro clan. This dynasty started in 1644 when the Manchus clans defeated the last of the Ming rulers and claimed control of the imperial China.1 To extend the history of imperial reign in China, the Qing military dominated East Asia after it managed to unify the entire Chines nation in 1683 under Qing rule. During the reign of the Qing Dynasty, China was a superpower in the Asian region, with Japan, Vietnam, and Korea making several attempts to establish power but to no avail.2 The die out of the Qing Dynasty in 1912 was caused by three main reasons: the regressive foreign powers, military weaknesses, and rural unrest.
To begin with, the regressive foreign powers that were flowing into the Asian region in early 1880s was a major factor that undermined the power of the Qing rule, and hence contributing greatly to its die out. For instance, the invasion of France and England in the early 1880s forced the Qing Dynasty to start focusing more on the reinforcement of its borders and defending its power from more invasive sides. This move led to a lot of fights and wars with foreign forces, something that contributed immensely to the weakening of the dynasty’s ruling power. One of the major fights that devasted the military strength of the Qing Dynasty were the Opium Wars that were fought between 1839 to 1842. The first war had a huge devastative impact on the might of the Qing Dynasty’s military as it led to the loss of lives of more than eighteen thousand soldiers, something that led to a consequent yield of five ports to the foreign invasive British power.3 The loss of this kind of Qing militia’s population meant that the dynasty was weakening in terms of its defensive power, something that was really threatening the survival of the Qing Dynasty and consequently led to its die out later on.
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The second of the Opium Wars was another devastative event that greatly undermined the power of the Qing Dynasty in China. This second war saw the Qing Dynasty losing an additional
of more than thirty thousand soldiers.4 With this kind of lose, the population of the dynast’s soldiers was getting thinner and thinner, undermining its power to protect its boundaries and maintain its ruling might in China. Other than the loss of this large number of soldiers of the Qing dynasty, the second Opium War also awarded extraterritorial rights to Britain and France. The gaining of such extraterritorial rights by Britain and France meant that the Qing Dynasty was no longer the only ruler in the East region of Asia, something that paved way towards the end of the Qing Dynasty and its imperial control in China.
In early 1900, other foreign powers were invading the Qing Dynasty, something that increased the dynasty’s opposing force and hence undermining its influence in the region. Some of the foreign powers, other than Britain and France, that were attacking the Qing Dynasty during this time included Japan, Germany, and Russia. As these invasive foreign powers were attacking the Qing Dynasty, they were also developing influence along its coast and assuming control over military and trade advantages in the region.5 These coastal establishments led to the taking over of much of the Qing Dynasty’s outer regions, something that increased the despair of the Qing to try to maintain its power but to no avail. The losing of trade and military advantages along the coast of the Qing Dynasty to the foreign invasive powers had the negative effect of weakening the Qing’s military force, something that made the Qing even more vulnerable to defeat in the wake of any kind of external attack. This weakening of the Qing’s military contributed immensely to the die out of the Qing dynasty as more foreign powers invaded the East region of Asia.
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Other than the regressive foreign power and weakened military, the rural unrest that was witnessed in early 1900 also played a huge role in leading to the fall of the Qing Dynasty in China. The rural unrests were initiated by a group of Chinese peasants who united and held the Boxer Rebellion against foreign oppressive powers in 1900. The objective of this rebellion was to oppose
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both the foreign power and the ruling family.6 The threat of foreign invasive powers coupled with the opposition from the local Boxer Rebellion made it very difficult for the ruling family in China to maintain its imperial rule. The despair of the Qing Dynasty increased and during the period of 1911 to 1912, the ruling family made its last attempt to cling to power by appointing a six-year-old as the last Emperor of the Chinese Qing Dynasty.7 This attempt was in vain, leading to the die out of the Qing Dynasty in 1912 and consequently marking the end of imperial ruling in China.
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